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Yuba Sansar organizes Teej

Bhutanese resettled in Adelaide, Australia,
celebrated Tegj festival for the first time on 15
September with cultural show and food fest.
The function was attended by over 300
members of the Bhutanese community —
majority of them women. There was
enthusiastic participation from Nepalese and
other communities in South Australia.

The function was organised by radio
programme Yuba Sansar. It is aired through
Radio Adelaide on Sundays, Yuba Sansar is
the weekly youth show produced by seven
Bhutanese youngsters. The radio program is
funded by Multicultural Youth SA for one year

— until February next year.

The crowd filled with ladies, adorned by
red sarees and gold ornaments, was the clear
indication that Nepali culture has become
integral part of the multi-cultural South
Australia.

Young children and youth performed
cultural shows including dancing and singing.
Senior ladies presented Sangini, an old
Nepali folk tune.

The group performance at the end of the
show turned the event even livelier as they
took to floor for dance. Young people were
taking the lead in dance floor. The dance
continued for almost an hour — almost
sweating.

Yuba Sansar presenters Ganga and
Neeru successfully entertained the audience
as Masters of Ceremony.

Performers

Sumpika Thapa

Puja, David, Karuna, Amit

Monu Chamlagai

Pabitra Gautam, Hira Devi, Ghaley,
Ganga Ghimiray, Kunti Maya Dahal, Basala
Devi, Dhamala, Chandra Maya Adhikari,
Damber Kumari Ghaley, Lalu Maya Subedi
(Sangini)

Karuna and Amit

Dibya

Laxmi and Sumi

Manu, Abina, Kumari, Karuna

Niruta and Priyanka

Dikchya

Dinesh Adhikari

Bikram Adhikari, Prakash Niroula, Shova
Biswa, Jeevan Koirala, Sushil Niroula, Niru
Mishra and Lok Safal Poudel
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No SGP this year

Department of
Immigration and Citizenship
did not approve the grant
application to run Settlement
Grant Program (SGP) of
BAASA this year. BAASA
had run SGP program
successfully for last two
years providing services to
the newly arrived Bhutanese
community.

BAASA had applied for
two-year long SGP project.

ARA and BAASA officials
after the application was not
approved, met with DIAC
officials to seek advice and
comments on  proposed
programs, activites and
concerns and needs of the
new Bhutanese community.

Adelaide wins
interstate football

Adelaide Dragons Red
won the first Australian
Interstate Bhutanese Soccer

Tournament beating
Melbourne’s Thunder Dragon
Club by 1-0.

The three-day

tournament was organized
by the Bhutanese Australian
Association of Queensland
held from July 1 where eight
Bhutanese teams from all

over Australia participated.
According to the event
coordinator Puskar Poudel
“The idea is to bring together
our cultural heritage and
inspire in each other a real
sense of belonging here in
our new homeland.”

The wining team
Manager Kamal Timsina said
“it was all team effort and
support from community in
Adelaide. Would like to thank
all  our sponsors and
individuals who supported us
to achieve this.”

The Adelaide team had
entered the final after
winning Cairns by 4-3. Suraj
Rai for Adelaide Dragon Red
had scored a goal that
secured the team’s victory.
Adelaide Dragon Blue,
another team from Adelaide
lost to Cairns on the first day.

Adelaide Dragons were
supported by ARA Jobs,
MYSA, Multicultural SA and
various local councils.

Interstate football
in Adelaide

BAASA will be helping
young soccer players of the
Bhutanese community to
host interstate football
tournament next year. The

tentative date for the event
has been set for first week of
July were around 16
Bhutanese community
soccer teams — including 4
girls’ teams — are expected to
take part.

Parafield Gardens Soccer
Club will join BAASA to host
the event. The club has been
providing training to the
Bhutanese boys, interested
in soccer, for last three
years. With their training,
Bhutanese soccer team won
the first inter-state soccer
tournament held in Cairns
last July.

Negotiation with Salisbury
Council is underway. The
matches will be played at
Parafield Gardens Soccer
Club ground.

Business Workshop

Over 25  Bhutanese
community members in
South  Australia attended
Business Workshops
organized by Playford
Council. The workshops are
still  underway. Interested
Bhutanese can take part in
the workshop that run until
first week of October. Similar
workshops were run before
as well.

el Notice
e 3f%As Thelol fo AlAFIR WeR BAASA invites expression of interested
a;‘\r IGICE agf g fagr FRIGH from young Bhutanese to participate in
AT o HUR & | IT FRAGHHAT the 10-day long IT and media law training

to be held in December. The training is
) funded through Port Adelaide Enfield
Council. Thus, preference will be given to
Bhutanese living in Port Adelaide Enfield
onfa  fesiisr 3% ol Council area. However, interested
candidates from other councils can also
register their names.

Write to: basa@bhutanesesa.org.au




Bhanu Jayanti in Melbourne

Bhutanese community in Melbourne
also celebrated Bhanu Jayanti in two
separate functions. Bhutanese
Association of Victoria and Bhutanese
Organisation in Australia organized
separate events to mark the most most
observed in Nepali literature.

Poems and gajals were recited and
folk dance and songs were present
during the event while children presented
dance and elderly women sang sangini.

NRN leaders and  Australian
community workers, who were invited to
the event as guest, appreciated the
initiative of Bhutanese community to
preserve Nepali culture and literature.
They said they are ready to extend all
possible help for this endeavour.

Interstate soccer in Albury

Bhutanese Association in Albury
organised a one day interstate soccer
challenge on September 22 at Jelbert
Park Ground in Albury. Altogether five
teams from Adelaide, Albury, Melbourne
and Sydney participated the
championship.

BAA chairperson Radha Guragai
highlighted the significance of the event
saying” This is an opportunity to brings
Bhutanese from different states together
and strengthen our ties and find ways to
engage in common purpose”

Initially league matches were played
between the teams with two consecutive
matches being conducted at different
football grounds. At the end of the league
matches the results were; Boys United
(Adelaide)-9 , Three Star Sporting Club
Senior -3 Three Star Sporting Club

Junior-0, Thunder Dragon Football Club
(Melbourne)-7 and Druk Football Club
(Sydney)- 4.

The final match was played between
Boys United Adelaide and Thunder
Dragon Football Club Melbourne. Both
These teams had entered the final after
scoring highest points in the league
rounds.

Boys United scored 2 goals against
Thunder Dragon FC, which secured the
team’s victory of the championship.
Parsu Acharya of Druk Football Club was
declared best player of the tournament.

Three Star sporting Club Manager
and Championship Co-ordinator Bhawani
Subedi congratulated the winning team
handing the trophy. He also thanked all
the teams for their participation and
praised their commitment to sports.

This event was sponsored by Albury

City, Multicultural Council of Wagga
Wagga, Albury-Wodonga  Volunteer
Resource Bureau, Thurgoona

Community Centre, Melrose football Club
and Thurgoona Baptist Church. This

event was attended about 300
community members. Teju Chouhan/
Albury

Football in Tasmania

Hobart’s Bhutanese community
participated in the cross cultural football
game hosted by Football Federation
Tasmania (FFT).

Players aged from 7 to 50 took part in
training event at the South Hobart
football ground. On the occasion, FFT
donated soccer gear to the group,

including boots and balls.
Contd on page 7
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Bhutan Updates
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Annual Day in Sydney

Association of
Bhutanese in  Australia
(ABA) Sydney celebrated
its 4th anniversary with
cultural function in Sydney
predominantly with musical
performances by
Bhutanese and local Aussie
youths.

The annual function
aims to spread the Nepali-
Bhutanese culture and
tradition to the wider
multicultural Australian
community.

Chief Guest of the
function, David Bradbury
MP, inaugurated the
program by lighting a
candle, followed by Hindu
rituals recitation by
Bhutanese priests. Children
performed spectacular
traditional dances.

ABA Sydney adviser
Om Dhungel, who is also
ABA’s former president,
appreciated Australian
government’s decision to

Tasmania...... from page 3

FFT Technical Director Kurt Reynolds
said there were "some talented players in
amongst the group and we're encouraging
them to link in with the local club network".
State Liberal MP Matthew Groom helped
after
community leaders approached him with
concerns about a lack of opportunity for
younger members to take part in sport

arrange the day

and recreational activities.

resettle Bhutanese
refugees on humanitarian
grounds. “We are also
celebrating the fourth year
of our life in Sydney,” he
said.

Speaking in the

occasion Bradbury
highlighted different
aspects of emerging

communities in multicultural
Australia. He praised the
Bhutanese culture of
respecting seniors and
exemplary works done by
Bhutanese community in
Western Sydney to stand
on its own.

ABA Sydney President
Dr. Om Dhungyel
presented a report that
highlighted activities and
achievements of the
Bhutanese community in
Sydney.

The participants were
from our smart tiny tots to
adult youths who are well
prepared to sneak the
hearts of hundreds of our

audience.

The association
organises cultural programs
every year in the month of
October. It  successfully
organised  three  such
programs in the past after
the resettlement of
Bhutanese in  Sydney
started.

Similarly, the youths
also had shown their active
participation  with  three
cultural programs in a
Cross Cultural Program
organised by Penrith City
Council last August 18. The
countries which participated
in the program were
Bhutan, Nepal, India and
Sri Lanka. The Bhutanese
group took part with three
dances; one from Northern
Bhutan (Dzongkha dance)
and other two with typical
Nepali dances of Southern
Bhutanese. (By Nanda
Bhandari)

Peace Day festival

Another

festival

Bhutanese

dance

news from Hobart says,
Bhutanese took part in the Peace Day
hosted by Migrant Resource
Center on September 23. The festival
was supported by three local councils.
Three young Bhutanese girls (Hiru
Khadka, Geeta Subba, Narbada Thapa)
presented spectacular Nepali-Bhutanese
on the

occasion.



Bhanu Jayanti in Adelaide

Bhutanese and Nepalese
communities in South Australia again
came together to celebrate the 199th
birth anniversary of the first Nepali
language poet Bhanu Bhakta Acharya
July 14.

Over 500 Bhutanese, Nepalese and
local residents participated in the Bhanu
Jayanti function this year organised
jointly by Bhutanese Ethnic School and
International Nepali Literary Society
(INLS) — Australia. Apart from
showcasing some literary talents but
dancing and singing also mark the event.
Young children, who have been attending
the Bhutanese Ethnic School, performed
dances in traditional Nepali songs.

Bhutanese  Ethnic  School was

established in May this year with the
objective to help the Bhutanese children
to learn Nepali language and culture.
Over 60 children are currently enrolled in

Over two dozen writers recited their
poems, gajals, songs and short stories. It
was interesting to note that even children
as young as 6 came forward to recite
their poems. Some senior members of
the community read out lines from the
epic Ramayana.

Wrapping up the four-and-half hour
programme, Nepalese businessman in
Adelaide Deepak Bista said he felt new
Nepal in Australia after the arrival of
Bhutanese who have brought with them
the enthusiasm to preserve, protect and
promote Nepali culture and literature.

“We had never been able to organise
such great events before the Bhutanese
community came,” Bista said, adding he
is ready to extend all his helping hand to
preserve Nepali culture in this land.

Treasure of BAASA Jeevan Koirala
said he is encouraged by the
overwhelming participation from
community. He said even larger
community participation is
expected in future.

This is the fourth Bhanu
Jayanti celebration held in
Adelaide by the resettled

Bhutanese community. Since last
year, they have joined with INLS
to organise literary events.



